
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) OF COURT THORN SURGERY (CTS) 

Minutes of meeting on 24th July 2017. 

Present  
Tony Lainsbury (Chairman), John Poland, Dr Grainger. Margaret Riches, Nichola 
Wiggett, Catherine Robinson,  Bobby Williams, Sally Hardcastle, Joyce Ousby, 
Georgina Beattie, Sally Budd. 

Harry King joined the meeting for the discussion on fundraising events. 

Apologies 
Ken Sutton, Jennie Sutton, Vicky Sant, Rachel Somerville. 

Minutes  
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. 

Practice update 
Dr Grainger stated that the practice was undergoing a good deal of change, with 
regard especially to the GP’s themselves. Dr Harris would be leaving this week, Dr 
Anderson arriving next month, and Dr O’Hare completes her training in 6 weeks 
time. There would in addition be a new Registrar staying six months and a 
Foundation stage doctor for four months. 

The new ECG machine had now been purchased and the next requirement was a 
blood pressure monitor at an estimated cost of £2000.  

There had been a number of instances of patients being abusive to staff and Nichola 
asked if the PPG had any objection to part of its display board being used for a 
message stating that such abuse would not be tolerated. The group agreed with this 
entirely and wished it to be made clear that it would support the practice in whatever 
action it needed to take. 

Fundraising 
John referred to the notes which he had circulated to everyone in the last few days. 
Two events were being organised, with the aim of raising funds for the CTS 
equipment fund (for instance the blood pressure monitor just mentioned by Dr 
Grainger; for the Prescription Delivery Service as a top up to the funds used for 
paying expenses to volunteer drivers; and for First Responders as ongoing running 
costs for defibrillators. 

Both events would be held at Low Hesket Village Hall - a quiz on 9th September and 
a concert by L’al Big Band on 28th October.  

Quiz 9/9/17 
Tickets were now available, cost £7 per person to include a pie and peas supper. 
Daphne Sisson and her helpers had agreed to handle village hall matters and the 
food, First Responders would provide the bar. Harry King to act as “Quizmaster” and 
also supply interval entertainment.  

Volunteers would be needed on the afternoon of the 9th for the setting up of the 
room. A “co-ordinator” would be needed to handle the entry of teams of 4 for the 



quiz. On a previous occasion there had been problems trying to deal with this in 
advance, so it was felt it would be better to leave this until the evening itself. 

Big Band Concert 28/10/17 
Band had been booked, cost £1000.00, this had to be factored in but just a chance 
that we might get sponsorship. Harry looking into this, but could anyone else help? 

As for Quiz, First Responders would provide the bar. 

Tickets and publicity posters to be produced shortly, cost had been set at £10 but 
given the likely level of interest, it had been decided to raise the price to £12. 

Raffle 
The intention was to organise a “high profile” raffle with tickets for sale over the 
period of both events and the draw to be made on the night of the concert. Jennie 
and Vicki each had a list of potential “prize suppliers” although Jennie had been 
unable to proceed due to a family problem. Harry, Tony, and Margaret all offered to 
help out with seeking out other potential prize donors. 

Prescription Delivery Service 
Both Joyce and Margaret stated that the mileage covered on the weekly delivery 
service was slowly rising, this was confirmed by Sally Hardcastle as Treasurer 
dealing with the drivers payments. It was not clear why this was but something to be 
monitored in terms of funding. 

Seminars  
The next seminar had been fixed for Thursday 28th September at Low Hesket 
Village Hall, on “Preventing and Surviving Strokes”. Margaret had kindly made  
arrangements for Mr Jagatsinh (Consultant at West Cumberland Infirmary) to be the 
main speaker with input from Lauren Watson on behalf of First Responders. 

Margaret circulated a draft poster which she would send to the speakers before it 
was publicised. Leaflet drop to be made in High and Low Hesket  nearer to the time 
and a reminder slip would be attached to prescriptions. 

Sponsor a Heartbeat 
John stated that there was nothing further to report, there was still £1100 remaining 
in the fund and no decision would be made until after the current fundraising 
programme. 

Next meeting: Monday 25th September 1pm  


