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The meeting was opened by Andrew Harrison who, along with Phil Hargreaves, delivered the 

presentation. The following comments/questions were raised throughout: 

 

1. Cllr Linda Nulty queried the attempt to purchase land to the side of the Wesham 
Rehabilitation Unit. 
 

The CCG’s head of estates has spoken to the landlord’s legal team regarding 
acquiring extra land for car parking but was told the land was not available. 

 

2. Dr Stephen Hardwick explained that in order to expand and offer the services he and his 
fellow GPs at Kirkham Health Centre and also Ash Tree House wanted they needed a 
new building. He said he fully supported this development. 
 

3. Cllr Frank Andrews asked Dr Hardwick what would happen to the GPs in terms of 
finances. Dr Hardwick explained that he would most likely lose out on his investment in 
Kirkham Health Centre once the building was sold and explained how the lease would 
work on the proposed new building. He said there would be some risk in terms of the 
GPs potentially losing out financially via this arrangement but that it was worth taking 
because it would be better for patients, staff and the GPs to work and receive care in 
the new facility. 
 
 

4. Having heard from Andrew Harrison that this is not a done deal, Cllr Linda Nulty asked if 
this is the case are there any other options. Andrew Harrison said there will be a full 



assessment of how to proceed once the 12-week engagement exercise has been 
completed. 
 
 

5. Cllr Paul Hayhurst criticised the CCG’s booklet and said the survey does not ask whether 
people want the facility to be built in Wesham. He said people needed to be asked the 
right question. Cllrs Liz Oades and Elaine Silverwood also supported this view. Cllr 
Hayhurst said this was the reason people were calling it a ‘done deal’. 
 
With the help of the councillors, an extra one-question survey asking how people felt 
about the new facility being built in Derby Road will be developed and used at the public 
meetings. 

6. Cllr Paul Hayhurst said residents in his areas had bus services to Kirkham but not to 
Wesham. He said people will have to get off in Kirkham and walk or catch a second bus 
to get to the new building. Further concerns were raised about the availability of bus 
services to Wesham. 
 
At present there is a bus service every 30 minutes. The 61 Stagecoach service runs every 30 
minutes until after 11pm and runs from Blackpool to Preston via Wrea Green, Wesham 
and Kirkham (and vice versa). The timetable can be viewed here: https://tiscon-maps-
stagecoachbus.s3.amazonaws.com/Timetables/Merseyside/Lancashire/PrestonService61-
Feb17.pdf 
 
The 68 Coastal Coaches service runs every 30 minutes until 6pm and runs from St Annes to 
Wesham, via Warton, Freckleton and Kirkham (and vice versa). The last bus leaves 
Wesham at 5.05pm going back to St Annes and, travelling in the opposite direction, the 
last bus arrives in Wesham at 6pm. The timetable can be viewed here: 
http://www.coastalcoaches.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/TimetableFrom20-02-
2017-Printing.pdf  
 
The CCG is checking with the bus companies that their timetables are correct.  
 
The CCG is also talking to local bus firm Coastal Coaches about the possibility of 
introducing an extra bus stop. 
 
Cllr Elaine Silverwood disputed the bus timetables which have been published online. 
Later in the meeting, Dr Stephen Hardwick said he did not see a lot of people who 
travelled to the surgery by bus. He said they do actually get a lot of older people who 
walk from Wesham to the surgery. 
 

7. Cllr Liz Oades asked where the people who currently work in the Derby Road building 
would go. Andrew Harrison explained that there were around 130 people who work in 
the building but they could be easily relocated to non-clinical offices elsewhere in the 
area. He said it didn’t matter where they go. Cllr Oades said it did matter to her where 
they go as she doesn’t want to see jobs leaving the area. Andrew Harrison explained 
that all options would be looked at, including the two vacant practices should the 
relocation go ahead. 
 

8. Cllr Liz Oades said she had spoken to individual pharmacists and they are worried. Cllr 
Elaine Silverwood said pharmacists are saying there are going to be some losers and 
that will mean lost jobs. 
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The CCG has met with all pharmacists in Kirkham who are going to work together on a 
proposal for how the challenges they face could best be met. 
 
Dr Hardwick said some people forget that general practices are also businesses. He said 
both practices are small independent businesses and that they cannot expand their 
business because they do not have the capacity. 
 
Cllr Silverwood said all services in a town like Kirkham support and piggy back off each 
other. She said losing more services following the loss of the banks will further damage 
the economy of the town. 

9. Cllr Frank Andrews said he believed 90% of people in Wrea Green supported the 
proposals as most people there already drive to the practices in Kirkham. 
  

10. Having seen an aerial view of the proposed site including the mocked up image of 
houses that could potentially be built on part of the site, Cllr Keith Beckett asked why 
the building was in the far right corner of the site and not next to the road where it 
would be quicker to get to. 
 
Phil Hargreaves explained if the building was placed on the left hand side of the 
development the houses in Wesham Park Drive could be overlooked. He also said 
factors such as views over the park and playing field had been considered. 
 
Cllrs Linda Nulty and Alan Clayton expressed some concerns over the housing 
development suggested in the image. 
 
Andrew Harrison explained these were purely for illustration purposes and that 
anything could be built on the site once it was sold by NHS Property Services. He did 
however add that should the new health centre development not go ahead it is likely 
that the whole site would be sold and, although we don’t know what it would be used 
for, it could be for housing development. 

11. Cllr Liz Oades asked if there would be parking charges. Dr Hardwick said the GPs would 
refuse to move in if there were parking charges. Andrew Harrison said at this stage 
there were no such plans. 

12. Phil Hargreaves fed back on sites that had been suggested to him at a public meeting 
organised by Kirkham Town Council. He said Kirkham Community Centre was too small 
and that the social services building was also not big enough having been round it with 
the two practice managers last year. 
 
He said he had spoken to the council regarding a playing field site near St Michael’s 
Church and was waiting to hear back on whether it was available. 
 

13. Cllr Liz Oades said people needed to know what services were going to be put in the 
new building. She said Dr Tom Johnson should not have listed a number of services that 
could be part of the new facility, sending people away thinking these were all going to 
be there. 
 

14. Andrew Harrison and Dr Hardwick said they would consider looking into branch 
surgeries in Kirkham if the facilities and finances can be worked out. 

 

 


