
Flu Vaccine Eligible Patient Group 

In March 2022 we were advised that the 
following groups were eligible for the annual 
flu vaccine: 
 

• all children aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2022 

• all primary school aged children (from reception to Year 6) – this 
is delivered in the school environment by Public Health 

• those aged 6 months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups 
the Practice identifies these patients based on their clinical 
diagnosis the diagnoses includes problems such as: 

o chronic (long-term) respiratory disease, such as asthma 
(requires continuous or repeated use of inhaled or 
systemic steroids or with previous exacerbations requiring 
hospital admission), chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) or bronchitis 

o chronic heart disease, such as heart failure 
o chronic kidney disease at stage 3, 4 or 5 
o chronic liver disease 
o chronic neurological disease, such as Parkinson’s disease 

or motor neurone disease 
o learning disability 
o diabetes 
o splenic dysfunction or asplenia 
o a weakened immune system due to disease (such 

as HIV/AIDS) or treatment (such as cancer treatment) 
o morbidly obese (defined as BMI of 40 and above) 

 

• pregnant women 

• those aged 65 years and over 

• those in long-stay residential care homes 



• carers 

• close contacts of immunocompromised individuals 

• frontline staff employed by the following types of social care 
providers without employer led occupational health schemes: 

• a registered residential care or nursing home 

• registered domiciliary care provider 

• a voluntary managed hospice provider 

• Direct Payment (personal budgets) or Personal Health 
Budgets, such as Personal Assistant 

In addition to the usual cohorts as listed above, the following 
cohorts have been identified to receive the flu vaccine this year: 

 

Secondary school-aged children 

The secondary school-aged children will be offered immunisation 

through the school age immunisation service. Secondary school 

children will be offered vaccination as far as it is possible to do so, 

with primary schools and lower years 7, 8 and 9 prioritised, and older 

ages offered vaccination once an offer has been made to younger 

children and subject to vaccine availability. This will be commissioned 

via the school age service specification. 

Healthy 50 to 64-year olds 

Last week we were notified that the offer of seasonal influenza 
immunisation will be extended to healthy 50 to 64 year olds later in 
the season. Providers are asked to start vaccinating this age group 
from 15 October 2022. The current plan is that this cohort of patients 
are invited to attend the central vaccination centre at Askham Bar 
however, you will be eligible to request the vaccine through the local 
pharmacies. 

The Department of Health and Social Care are not centrally procuring 
additional vaccine for the healthy 50 to 64 year olds. Practices are 
being asked to order additional stock directly from manufacturers for 
this additional cohort.  

 


